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Yo Soy El Que Soy (I am who I am) Stained glass panel from Saints Kings Church, Mexico City 

downloaded from https://commons.wikimedia.org/ 

In this striking piece of contemporary stained glass the words “Yo Soy El Que Soy” (I am who I am) shout out 

from the top.  These cryptic words were God’s answer from within the bush when Moses demanded to know 

his name.  It may seem strange because in v6 God had already told him who he was: 

‘I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.’ 

Old Testament names carried great significance, giving an indication of the character or role of the person 

named.  In his wilderness encounter with God Jacob had asked the same question (Genesis 32:29), but unlike 

Jacob, Moses was given an answer.  Moses’ question was more about what sort of a God he was.  God had 

been referred to by various names in Genesis, each defining some aspect of his character (almighty, eternal, 

most high, etc.).  This name avoided limiting God’s character to any individual characteristic.  Instead, it was 

a statement of his very existence – he was the living God, the “I Am”, or Yahweh in Hebrew.   

In this stained glass representation Moses is reduced to a stylised image on the right, head bowed in reverence 

and awe as he looks towards the burning bush, which dominates the centre of the panel.  Yet Moses was no 

mere by-stander.  This was his moment of calling to task which he neither relished nor felt equipped for.  He 

was to return to Egypt and bring the Israelite slaves out of that country. 

Moses’ past experiences in Egypt had left him with two problems.  Firstly he had fallen foul of Pharaoh after 

murdering an Egyptian overseer (2:12).  Unsurprisingly Pharaoh wanted to exact punishment for this and had 

intended to kill Moses.  He had also offended his own people by challenging a man who was fighting a fellow 

Israelite.  The man resented Moses’ interference, as he felt Moses had no authority over them.   After this 

Moses fled to Midian, having made enemies of both the ruler and his slaves.  Now years later, tending his 

father-in-law’s flock in the wilderness, he was commissioned by God to carry out a task for which he felt 

totally unsuited.  So when he asked God ‘Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of 

Egypt?’(3:11), this was no show of diffidence or false modesty.  

The little we know of Moses up to this point suggests he really was up to the job.  He had an instinct for 

justice and to protect the underdog. It showed firstly in his murderous fury with an Egyptian seen beating an 

Israelite slave (Ex 2:11); again when he tackled the aggressor in the fight between Israelites (Ex 2:13); and 

finally when he intervened to assist Jethro’s daughters after they had been driven from the well (Ex 2:17).   

Moses fled Egypt as a fugitive; now, years later, he was to return as a liberator. Moses’ initial reaction to the 

task had been to think he wasn’t up to role.  He instinctively underestimated his own ability “Who am I….?” 

(3:11). God’s response was to reassure him with these simple but powerful words ‘I will be with you’  

At first Moses had either underestimated God or not trusted him to help.  Do we ever do the same? 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/


Silence, Prayer, And Commemoration Ending 9.30 a.m. 

Silence 

A time for thought…reflection…prayer 

Calling  

In a moment of silence reflect on what God is calling us to do. 

 

Lord there are many calls on our time, some we welcome, others we may resent, and 

amid the strident and conflicting demands on us we may struggle to hear your call. 

Open our eyes and ears so that we may discern what you are calling us to do.  Uphold 

and support anyone who is agonising over the direction his or her life should take. 

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our prayer 

Following  

Lord, when we do hear your call give us the courage to follow you rather than rely on 

the certainty of a familiar life of comfort and security.  May we have the persistence to 

continue in the face of temptation and setback, and the strength to ignore the scorn of a 

secular society. 

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our prayer 

Serving 

Lord, give us a delight in serving others and in serving you.  May we find joy in 

carrying out the boring and mundane tasks as well as in the exciting challenges.  May 

we ready to offer ourselves in service for the things that need to be done, not just for the 

things we prefer to do, or the tasks which bring praise or reward. 

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our prayer 

Leading 

We pray for all who are in positions of leadership, in our church, in our community and 

in our nation.  At this time we pray especially for the leaders of the major powers that 

they may find a way to secure peace and justice for the people of Ukraine.   

May all who bear the burden of leadership do so selflessly and wisely, putting the 

interests of those they serve before all other considerations, and may they, like Moses, 

be motivated by a burning sense of justice and ready to act in support of the weak. 

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our prayer 

 

 

 



A prayer for the situation in Ukraine: we say together 

Heavenly Father, hear our prayers for our brothers and sisters in Ukraine. 

Lord we ask for peace for those who need peace,  

reconciliation for those who need reconciliation 

and comfort for all who don’t know what tomorrow will bring.  

Lord may your Kingdom come, and Your will be done.  

Lord God, we ask for you to be with all  

– especially children who are suffering as the crisis in Ukraine deteriorates.  

Lord for those who are anxious and fearful. 

for those who are bereaved, injured or who have lost their lives,  

and for those who have lost loved ones. Lord hear our prayers.  

And 

Please stay for the communion even if not taking the bread and wine.  You can come forward for a 

blessing (a brief prayer) – simply carry this sheet. 

Communion 

A moment to reflect on the times when we have not been loyal to God and His ways and have 

not cared for others. 

In God’s holy presence we call to mind our need for forgiveness. 

Silence 

We say together: 

Father, our sin has brought you sorrow, 

has harmed those who share our life, 

has been hurtful to ourselves. 

We dare not say we have only lightly sinned;  

Yet Christ has taken to himself the burden of it all. 

In Jesus’ name may we be freed from the penalty and power of sin.  Amen. 

God of love and wonder, we sing your praises: with the great company of people, past and 

present, here and everywhere.  We adore you, saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 

You are indeed holy, eternal God and Father;  

in love greater than we can imagine you gave your only Son,  

that everyone who has faith in him may not die but have eternal life.   

Not as we would, but as we are able, we praise and thank you  

for the reality of his birth, the glory of his humanity, the generosity of his life:  

for his sacrifice on the cross, the wonder of his resurrection,  

and the assurance that he lives for ever to save us; for the gift of the Holy Spirit, 

for our calling to be his people, for the hope all can find in him. 

The church of God, of which we are members, has taken bread and wine and given thanks 

over them according to our Lord’s command.  These holy gifts are now offered to us that with 

faith and thanksgiving, we may share in the communion of the body and blood of Christ. 

 



These are the gifts of God  

for the people of God. 

Please come to the rail now.  We suggest you stand to receive communion and keep a 

suitable distance from fellow communicants. 

Ending 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever.  Amen. 

We say together a closing prayer: 

Great God, you are one God, and you bring together what is scattered and mend 

what is broken.  Unite us with the scattered peoples of the earth that we may be 

one family of your children.  Bind up all our wounds and heal us in spirit, that 

we may be renewed as disciples of Jesus Christ, our Master and Saviour.  Amen 

The blessing 

Now may the Lord of peace himself give us peace at all times and in every way. 

The Lord be with us all; and may the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit, be among us and remain with us always.  Amen. 

The next S.P.A.C.E. will be on Wednesday, 30th March  
and will probably be held in Trinity Church, Sissinghurst  

because of the electrical work planned for St. Mary’s on that day but check beforehand 

We pray for the day when this will be our image of Ukraine once again: 

 
Credit: Petro Pokydko / Getty Images 

 
“The Lord is close to the broken-hearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit” (Ps 34:18) 



Moses and the burning bush 

3 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to 

the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 
2 

There the angel of 

the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it 

did not burn up. 
3 
So Moses thought, ‘I will go over and see this strange sight – why the bush does not burn 

up.’ 
4 
When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, ‘Moses! Moses!’ 

And Moses said, ‘Here I am.’ 
5 

‘Do not come any closer,’ God said. ‘Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy 

ground.’ 
6 

Then he said, ‘I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of 

Jacob.’ At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 
7 

The LORD said, ‘I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because 

of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 
8 

So I have come down to rescue them from 

the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing 

with milk and honey – the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 
9 

And 

now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 
10 

So 

now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.’ 
11 

But Moses said to God, ‘Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?’ 
12 

And God said, ‘I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: when you 

have brought the people out of Egypt, you[b] will worship God on this mountain.’ 
13 

Moses said to God, ‘Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, “The God of your fathers has sent me to 

you,” and they ask me, “What is his name?” Then what shall I tell them?’ 
14 

God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM.[c] This is what you are to say to the Israelites: “I AM has sent me to 

you.”’ 
15 

God also said to Moses, ‘Say to the Israelites, “The LORD,[d] the God of your fathers – the God of Abraham, 

the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob – has sent me to you.” 

‘This is my name for ever, 

    the name you shall call me 

    from generation to generation. 
16 

‘Go, assemble the elders of Israel and say to them, “The LORD, the God of your fathers – the God of 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob – appeared to me and said: I have watched over you and have seen what has been 

done to you in Egypt. 
17 

And I have promised to bring you up out of your misery in Egypt into the land of the 

Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites – a land flowing with milk and honey.” 

Exodus 3:1-17 

Themes for SPACE in Lent 2022 

Each week during Lent our SPACE reflections will be relate to some aspect of biblical wilderness 

experiences.  Over the seven weeks we will look at a range of Old Testament characters but will start and 

finish with Jesus’ own “wilderness” times at the beginning and end of his earthly ministry.  

Dates and proposed passages are as follows: 

Date Whose wilderness experience? Passage 

2 March Jesus Matthew 4:1-11 

9 March Abraham Genesis 12:1-9 

16 March Jacob Genesis 32:22-32 

23 March  Moses Exodus 3:1-17 

30 March* David 1 Samuel 23:7-29 

6 April The Exiles Ezekiel 39:21-29 

13 April Jesus Matthew 26:36-46 

* SPACE is likely to be held in Sissinghurst on 30
th

 March due to as electrical work in St Mary’s 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+3&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-1592b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+3&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-1594c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+3&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-1595d

