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RECTOR’S REFLECTIONS

It was a birthday to remember. My first year at Sheffield University, first time living
away from home, starting to find my feet. Until then, each year I rejoiced that my
parents had brought me into the world slap-bang in May half term… No school on
my birthday, thank you very much!

But as a first year student the powers that be chose late May - early June as peak
exam season. I’d made loads of great student friends, but when it came to my
birthday, they were all camping out in the library, or stuck in a study with their heads
in a textbook.

Well, when the day arrived, a friend came knocking on my door, asking for help with
revision. Great, I thought, but headed out along the corridor to lend a hand. Passing
his room, he said he just needed to nip and get something, opened the door and a
roomful of friends shouted HAPPY BIRTHDAY PETE!!
Things turned out totally differently from how I’d expected – cake and candles and
great company – I was bowled over!

For all of us, this year is one we could never have predicted, and yet, here we find
ourselves. Not one of us knows what tomorrow holds – actually that’s probably a
good thing if you think about it. But the hope Jesus offers us, in sharp contrast to the
uncertainty around us, is “an anchor for the soul, firm and secure” (Hebrews 6 v 19).

October sees our main services moving back to the church buildings, and everyone is
warmly welcome to join us, do check the church website for more details.* I’m also
excited about our new family-focused initiative Sunday afternoons, further details on
page __ or get in touch with me and I’d love to tell you more.
Stay safe, stay Community-minded, stay anchored…

Pete – 852275
* And you can still hear the most recent sermon by calling 01580 234185 at whatever
time suits…

UNITED BENEFICE OF SISSINGHURST WITH FRITTENDEN - OCTOBER
SERVICES, ACTIVITIES AND NOTICES
Sun

4th

10.00 Holy Communion - St
Mary's
Preacher: Frederick Higgs
11.00-11.30 Virtual after
church tea & coffee via zoom
16.00 - 16.30 Familes @ Four,
Trinity Church

Sun

18th

Wed 7th

9.00 S.P.A.C.E. in church
Wed 21st
14.00-17.00 St Mary's open for private
prayer

Thu

19:30 -20.00 Prayer Hub via
zoom

Sun

8th

11th 10.00 Harvest Celebration at
Trinity Church
Preacher: Rev Pete Deaves

10.00 Harvest Celebration at St
Mary's
Preacher: Tony Staples
11.00-11.30 Virtual after church
tea & coffee via zoom
16.00 - 16.30 Familes @ Four, St
Mary's
9.00 S.P.A.C.E. In Church
14.00-17.00 St Mary's open for
private prayer
19.30 Annual Parochial Church
Meeting in Church

Thu

22nd 19:30 -20.00 Prayer Hub via
zoom

Sun

25th

11.00-11.30 Virtual after
church tea & coffee via zoom

10.00 Holy Communion - Trinity
Church
Preacher: Rev Pete Deaves
11.00-11.30 Virtual after church
tea & coffee via zoom

Wed 14th 14.00-17.00 St Mary's open for private
prayer
Thu

15th 19:30 -20.00 Prayer Hub via
zoom

Wed 28th

14.00-17.00 St Mary's open for
private prayer

Sat

17th 10.00 - 15.00 Gift Day - Church
open

Thu

19:30 -20.00 Prayer Hub via
zoom

29th

Late changes - Please check on the church website for any changes to services or events frittendenchurch.org.uk
A recording of the bible readings and sermon will be available each week on the website, under
the Audio tab, and also available to listen to via the dial up number 01580 234185.
The zoom meeting number for virtual after church coffee and the prayer hub is 352 987 984. To
join by phone dial 0330 088 5830, then enter the meeting number followed by #. Password if
required is 333.
In the United Benefice of Sissighurst with Frittenden, St Mary's is the parish church of Frittenden
and Trinity is the parish church of Sissinghurst.

ST MARY’S SERVICES DURING OCTOBER
Sundays
In October we are re-starting services in church. There will be a morning service at 10.00
alternating between St Mary’s and Trinity Church in Sissinghurst. These will be said services only
as singing is still prohibited and face masks are mandatory. You can see the details in the notices
section.
A recording of the bible readings and sermon for each week will be made available on the website,
frittendenchurch.org.uk, via the Audio tab. These recordings will also be live for the whole week on
the dial up line 01580 234185.
At 11am on a Sunday morning we will continue to meet by zoom for coffee and chat for half an
hour, this is a good chance to catch up.
We will also be starting a new family service on Sunday afternoons – ‘Families at Four’ – see more
details elsewhere in this magazine.
If you are intending to come to one of the services in church you will be most welcome. To help us
manage numbers please can you let Joanna Beech (852312) know for the St Mary’s services and
Penny Durie (712612) know for the Trinity services.
Weekdays
Our bi-monthly service of reflection, S.P.A.C.E. will be held in church on the first and third
Wednesday of the month. A pdf will also be available on the website.
The church will be open for private prayer on Wednesday afternoons from 14.00 to 17.00.
We are also meeting for virtual prayer meetings, using zoom, praying for our country and our
community. During October these will take place from 19.30 to 20.00 every Thursday evening. If
there is anything you would like us to pray for please email Rev Pete Deaves at
rector@frittendenchurch.org.uk

Joanna Beech, John Stansfeld
Churchwardens

A THANK YOU
Ian and Eileen Mounter thank all the kind people who have sent good wishes, prayers
and offers of help during Ian's hospitalisation related to his cancer treatment.
Friendly Frittenden lives up to its name as usual!

WE’RE STILL HERE…..
The Frittenden Hardship Fund has now given out over 20 grants totalling close to £10,000 to help
our friends and neighbours who as a result of the CoVid restrictions and through no fault of their
own have needed a helping hand. Thanks to the generosity of some of our fellow villagers we still
have substantial resources to help still further!
Applying for help is not an onerous or intrusive process and anonymity is guaranteed. So if you or
someone you know that lives in the village is having a hard time making ends meet as a result of
CoVid then please, please, please give us the opportunity to try and help and make life just a little
easier in these stressful times.
You can contact any of the committee members below to discuss your position even on a no names
basis.
Tony Staples

852226

Heather Cullingworth

852340

Rosalind Riley

852317

Garry Lawrence

852124

Phil Betts

852243

Or you can email the
frittenden.pc@gmail.com.
Stay safe everyone!

Frittenden

Parish

Clerk

Emma

Nightingale

directly

at

Tony Staples

FRITTENDEN
Well, we were lucky enough to be able to hold our second Members’ Meeting since lockdown on
the afternoon of Tuesday, 8th September. Seventeen members attended and, of course, it was great
to see each other again and catch up. Once again we followed all the NFWI guidelines and Jenny
very kindly let us use her field again. It was a lovely afternoon and, fortunately, nowhere near as
hot as it was for the last meeting.
Now that the Government has brought in new restrictions and no more than 6 people are allowed to
meet up we will have to wait and see when we will be able to have our next meeting.
If you would like to join us we normally meet on the second Tuesday of every month at 7.15pm in
the Memorial Hall. Please contact Anne Holroyd on 01580 893256 or myself on 01580 852355 for
further information.

Christine Anthony

ST MARY’S CHURCH
GIFT DAY
SATURDAY 17 OCTOBER 2020
Please Support Your Church
Harvest time is fast approaching, but, unfortunately, this year we are
unable to celebrate in the normal way with our Harvest Festival Services in
St Mary’s Church.
Because of COVID-19, we will also not be able to have the usual harvest
offerings in church but it still feels the right weekend to hold our annual
Gift Day, which is an opportunity for everyone who values our lovely
village to help maintain the fabric and structure of St Mary’s Church,
Frittenden. Even in the current year, without some of our normal
expenses, we are still expecting it to cost us over £60,000 to cover the
upkeep of the Church and its ministry.
Our Gift Day is an opportunity for everyone who lives in Frittenden to
help with a contribution, however large or small. Many of you do, year
by year, and we thank you. It is a great tradition.
This year has been particularly difficult, as, since March, weekly services
in Church have had to be replaced by our online services, meaning our
income from collections is going to be substantially down on the previous
year. Fortunately, some of this income has already been replaced by some
unexpected donations from parishioners but we still expect our overall
income to fall short of our annual expenses.
Last year we raised just over £7,000 (before gift aid) so we would very
much like to approach or match this figure this year if we possibly can.
Please put your contribution in the envelope enclosed with this magazine
and either bring it to the Church on Gift Day or deliver it to myself,
Christopher Page (Treasurer), at Beale Farmhouse (in Sand Lane) or to one
of our Churchwardens, John Stansfeld or Joanna Beech.
Christopher Page

FRITTENDEN CHRISTMAS ADVENT WINDOWS
Yes! The festive season will soon be on the horizon!!
In 2019 we had a year off the Frittenden Advent Windows.
I think you will agree that the two years prior to this the windows were a great success. It was a
delight to view so many ideas; some in keeping with the celebration of traditional Christmas, snow
scenes, angels. All very creative and different, all celebrating the spirit of the season.
Heather Cullingworth and I are looking for 24 volunteers to put a display in a window of their home
that can be seen from the road or footpath. Ideally the windows need to be within safe walking
distance of the village centre.
Let's make the advent windows extra special this year, the Christmas season is going to be very
different. How lovely it will be to walk or drive round our very special village to admire the advent
window displays.
For those of you that don't know or need a reminder of how it works, we ask you to let myself or
Heather know that you would like to be allocated a number and on this date in December you will
reveal your window. Numbers (or dates) will be allocated to you at least two weeks before the start
of December. Please make your own number to show the date your window is representing and
display this clearly in your window display.
I will publish a list of the houses displaying advent windows alongside the date their window is to
be revealed in the December Parish Magazine. It is hoped as many residents with or without an
advent window will walk around the village to enjoy the festive masterpieces.
Start thinking, planning, collecting items, your display is your own creation. Feel free to re-use
items from last time if you have displayed one before - I don't think any of us will remember!
We hope to make this extraordinary Christmas very special.
Looking forward to hearing from you

Jackie Brown 01580 852452 jackie@thebrownfamily.co.uk
Heather Cullingworth 01580 852340 heatherepc@yahoo.co.uk

RECEIVING THE MAGAZINE IN FUTURE
The recent survey of magazine preferences came out firmly in favour of a return to a printed format.
However, a small number of people have asked that they should continue to receive it
electronically. This can most easily be done by a multi-addressed email. If you would prefer to
receive your copy this way, please let me know with preferred email address and I will add you to
the list.

Mike Cooper

POPPY APPEAL 2020
This year will mark the 99th Poppy Appeal and Covid-19 has presented the British Legion with a set
of new challenges.
The annual Poppy Appeal is the Legion’s biggest fundraising campaign. Their priority this year is
to ensure that everyone who wants to take part in Remembrance by wearing a poppy or laying a
wreath can do so, whilst also ensuring the safety of the public, their staff, and all the poppy
volunteers.
At a national level, the Legion is working with major businesses such as supermarkets, banks, and
petrol stations, to extend the number of outlets offering poppies across the UK in the hope of
lessening the impact of any new restrictions imposed for Covid-19 over the Remembrance period.
At a local community level, the Legion has decided that, to ensure social distancing, house-to-house
or handheld street collections will not be permitted this year.
In the case of Frittenden, this will mean that poppies will be available, as usual, at the Bell &
Jorrocks (pub and shop); Frittenden school; Larchmere; and local businesses. But, sadly, volunteers
will not be able to make house-to-house collections.
Of course, donations to the Poppy Appeal can be made direct to the British Legion by post, phone
or on-line. Details can be found at: donations.britishlegion.org.uk. There will also be a Poppy
Appeal page on their website at: rbl.org.uk/poppyappeal
Frittenden residents have always shown tremendous support for this worthy cause and, hopefully,
the limitations resulting from Covid-19 will not adversely affect this year’s fundraising efforts.
Thank you for all your support.

Sue Betts
Poppy Appeal Organiser

Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)
St Mary's 7:30pm Wednesday 21st October,
and Trinity 7:30pm Thursday 22nd October.
Both are likely to be via Zoom/Dial-in
rather than in person, but watch this space
for details...

FROM THE BJ
Sean and I would like to embrace the village for their love and support through lockdown and the
gentle approach we have taken to opening to a normality. Thing have not been easy and we have
still hurdles to cross.
2020 was going to be our celebratory year, Callum 18, Katie 16, Me 50, I know you can't believe
it!!! Harry moving on with lovely Katy, Tc & Nicole moving into their new home, which is in
Frittenden, they are so lucky to be able to stay in such a community that is focused on looking out
for each other. Enjoy your new home and build on your memories and share your love of
socializing as this is what helps keeping communities together. It has been a very difficult time for
our children as life has been so restricted socially I just hope before their next birthdays they can
kick 2020 goodbye and move on....
Pub...it’s been great to see most of you back giving your full support, the guidelines don't make it
much fun but you are all very good, cooperative and understanding to make the best of a very
difficult situation, thank you.
Shop...Sean and I have been in talks with the committee of the community shop they have kindly
agreed that the shop can stay at stables store until the transition time is right for both the pub
financial structure and the community shop/ Memorial Hall projects. We hope you all enjoyed the
information that has been given to you, for you to have your say!!
Please continue to support us at The Bell and Jorrocks, our food takeaway offers and Stable Stores
for your every day needs.
We are still offering our Veg, Fruit & Salad Boxes, you can places your order by phone on 01580
852415 or email seancroucher@aol.com before 2pm for next day delivery
Please can I also add a huge thank you, to
Team BJ, Chris, Callum, Neil, Ellie, Ollie, all back stage and to Scarlet Hattie Katie and Lewie
front of house. We love you and appreciate your hard work.

Lots of love, health and happiness

Sean, Rosie & Team
KiCKiNG-OFF NeXT MoNTH iN ouR CHuRCHeS...
Family-focused Sunday 4pm services - 30 min max –
fun, safe, friendly, for those with Primary children.
Siblings welcome too!
4th October (Sissinghurst - Beginnings)
18th October (Frittenden - Harvest)
8th November (Sissinghurst - Remembrance)
29th November (Frittenden - Advent)
13th December (Sissinghurst - Christmas)
10th January (Frittenden - Epiphany).
More info from Pete or Claire on 852275, or email deavesclaire@gmail.com
to book your family space. If we’re full up then no big deal,
we’ll run the session twice - 3pm & 4pm.

Crafts/Bible stories/fun activities/actions/songs

FRITTENDEN COMMUNITY SHOP & CAFÉ PROJECT

We had a successful well attended 3-day Community Event in the Memorial Hall to give our
Community a glimpse into the future of Frittenden’s Community Shop & Café.
135 people attended the event from 94 households. THANK YOU to all who came to see us, for
sharing your views, for asking questions and for your enthusiasm. THANK YOU to our stewards
who helped at the event – Judith Addis, Sophie Beech, Nick Bull, Mike Cooper, Barbara Essex,
Emma Griffin, Stewart Hagerty, Di Hickman, Sian Hunter, John Marshall, Helen & John Stansfeld.
If you were unable to come to the event the Visuals that were on display are now on the website
www.frittendenstores.co.uk Thank you to Andrew Lane in Frittenden who did the graphics for the
Visuals. www.lanecreative.co.uk
Thank you also to the Historical Society for the loan of the Display Boards that we used at the
exhibition.
We were pleased to welcome Andy Fairweather our Borough Councillor and Sean Holden our
County Councillor to the exhibition. KCC have agreed to support the project financially subject to
completion of their funding application form and submission of our Business Plan.
Some of the attendees to the event have already pledged to buy shares using the Response form on
the website and we have had many positive comments and encouragement. The pledge to buy
shares is important as any external grant funders will want to see concrete evidence of community
support. So please fill in either the hard copy Response Form given at the event or complete the
response form on the website www.frittendenstores.co.uk
The deadline for the initial pledge to buy shares is 30 September 2020. The official Share Issue will
be at a later date.
The Steering Group has also been in regular contact with Rosie and Sean at Stable Stores and they
have kindly shared their financial data with us. We have agreed to plan for a managed transition
from Stable Stores to Frittenden Stores in 2021 at a mutually agreed date. Rosie has also agreed to
join the Steering Group which is a very positive development.
Many thanks again to all those who attended, worked at the event and helped with the set-up and
dismantling of the exhibition.

Berni Cooper
Chair – Frittenden Community Shop & Café Steering Group

THE WISDOM OF WINSTON
Ideas acquire a momentum of their own. The stimulus of a vast concentration of public support is
almost irresistible in its potency.

ECHO….
I want to sing a glad song, for all the world seems grey
I want to tell “be cheerful” but don’t know what to say.
For all around a sad throng to pessimism prey
Are rushed and stressed and worrying ‘bout all there is today.
It once seemed such a ‘joy’ world where living came with grace
And folk would chat or lend a hand. We lived at walking pace.
I wonder how it happened, as if by sleight of hand
Technicians took the future of all in this fair land.
Our friends are now on Facebook, we share their shadow lives
Of hearing/seeing fairy tales- feeds their need to survive!
They never seem to worry what consequences are:
And quit to being personalised to worship ‘famous star’…
Of who’s got what or who’s done that; or be we fat or thin
Perhaps maybe a ‘boy’ turns ‘girl’ or merely on the brim.
A race to some equality – for no one really knows
What’s best today; so cancel out all wisdom once proposed.
I do not understand it, this generation’s role
The mind formed by computers, so thought seems ‘on the dole’,
Sure, some maybe are happy: but then we hear the fact
Of high percent depressive ‘psycho-aided’… How is that?
Oh dear! I’d sing a glad song ‘though choking on a theme
The voice all cracked and halted breath ‘twould never sound supreme,
Thus maybe ‘tis far better to put my song away,
Just hum that plaintive melody from some lost ‘other day’ …

Marie Cornish
(Written in 2017, but perhaps even more relevant today? Ed.)

GOSBEE’S GOSSIP
We are back to doom and gloom, because Covid19 is on the increase. The medics tell me that I
must avoid public as much as possible, because as a medically vulnerable person I could die if I
caught it. They do not sugar-coat how dangerous it could be for me. Hence my absence from the
recent Community Shop and Café event in the Memorial Hall. I felt that I was letting the
Committee down, but Berni Cooper tells me that it was very well attended. Well done to all the
Committee and attendees.
Hazel’s dad Peter (Collins) is now in Hartley House Nursing Home in Cranbrook and the family
have had to sell the house that the family lived in for 50 years. It has been very harrowing for them
to clear the house of decades of possessions and memories, many happy and many sad. They came
across a poem that was written in the early 1970’s by a work mate of Pete’s, Mervyn Dennison,
about a piglet that Hazel’s sister Fiona won at a fete when she was about 4 years old. It mentions
many aspects of Frittenden folk lore, and is a very good read. Magazine Editor Mike Cooper has
printed it elsewhere in this magazine. I hope that you enjoy reading it as much as I did.
There is a new young local talent to look out for in 11 year old Tilly King, who has formed a band
called ‘The Act’. Definitely a star in the making. Amazingly, Tilly wrote the song when she was 9,
and she sings and plays the guitar. It looks like she will have a great career ahead of her. Good luck
for the future Tilly. Maybe we will be able to watch her band play in the newly refurbished
Memorial Hall one day.
I have been busy in the garden since before lockdown, and I am still picking runner beans most
days. I planted them on 23rd April and a lot more flowers are coming. A badger has been trying to
dig up my leeks, because the ground is softer there where I’ve watered and they can dig for worms
easier. The ground everywhere else is like concrete. We have been planting up a new garden where
Hazel cleared all the brambles, and it has been very difficult to dig holes for the new shrubs. I’ve
been finding it very painful, with nerve pain in my back and my left leg. I couldn’t have even
attempted to dig holes just a year ago, so I am very lucky to be able to do it, however slowly. A
little bit of willpower goes a long way.
The BBC have really lost the plot. A couple of months back, I read that the quiz show ‘Eggheads’
could be shelved because the presenter and panellists are old. I’m not sure what Jeremy Vine thinks
about that. Now we hear that ‘A Question of Sport’ must have diversity in their line up. Sue Barker
has been the Host of the show since 1997, and team leader Rugby Star Matt Dawson will be leaving
after 16 years and Phil Tufnell will also be leaving after 12 years. The BBC completely recast Top
Gear, disposing of Jeremy Clarkson. I’m sure that the programme still gets lots of viewers, but I
don’t think that is as good as it was. There is an old saying that “if it’s not broken, don’t fix it “.
My favourite person this year is Captain Sir Tom Moore. I watched him on Piers Morgan’s “Life
Stories”. He is an absolute gem, even at the age of 100 he had that steely determination to get fit
again after falling and breaking his hip. He hopes to get driving again. What a man. I would love to
meet him.
On the political front, Boris Johnson’s deal that he told us was oven ready, obviously needs a bit
more time to cook. We know that the EU were shocked when the British public voted OUT. They
will do everything that they can to stop the UK from growing faster than them. I think that Michel
Barnier is as slippery as a box of eels, and Boris isn’t far behind. Let’s hope that it’s a good
outcome for all. I have a question for you readers, if we go for “No Deal”, do we still have to pay
£39 billion into EU’s coffers? I hope not. I have been told by some readers how much they enjoy
reading my Gossip. The idea is to have a bit of fun with a few observations.

Lester J. Gosbee

FRITTENDEN CRICKET
Cricket returned to Frittenden on 12th July, when the Government finally realised it the cricket tea,
though a venerable institution, was not actually a necessary adjunct to a village match. With no
League cricket this year, all matches have been friendlies. Consideration was given to re-starting
with an away match at Barnard Castle, but with none of our team feeling the need to test their
eyesight we opted for a home friendly against Addington.
12th July v Addington 1743 (home)
We thought we were playing Addington Village from the other side of Maidstone. Instead
Addington 1743 drove 90 minutes from near Croydon, so obviously we invited them to bat. An
opening burst from Isaac Handley saw off both openers caught, and with Nic Rodrigo coming to the
party with an LBW and two wickets for Charles Dobson, Frittenden were on top. However, the
class of Subhan Amjad (70 not out) with some support from his lower order, saw Addington to 1607. Nic finished with 3-25, Isaac 2-27 and Charles 2-4. Craig Smith took 3 catches behind the
stumps. Opening for Frittenden, Craig made 22 quick runs before being bowled. Mark Handley (4)
was run out in a mix up with Don Smith who was then bowled for 8. Nic was the 3 rd of 6 “bowled”
victims, out for 16. Tim Bull remained at the crease for 6 overs without scoring, but accompanied
Charles who was making hay at the other end. Tim was caught at gully, trying to punish a rare loose
delivery, then Isaac, Simon Casswell, William Totterdell and Wayne Totterdell all fell cheaply.
Charles was caught out for 47. Amjad followed up his 70 n.o. with 4-26 and Frittenden were
bowled out for 137 to lose by 23 runs.
19th July v Borden (away)
Craig opened the batting with Chamil Almeida after Frittenden were invited to bat first on a green
track under constant drizzle. They put on a strong opening stand, Chamil dominating with 55 before
being caught, while Craig was LBW for 23. After that it was a one-man effort from Isaac, scoring
68 not out, as no other Frittenden player reached double figures. When Isaac finally ran out of
partners, we had 185 all out. Wayne and Isaac opened the bowling, each taking an early wicket. A
wicket for Nic and another for Wayne reduced Borden to 51-4, from which they recovered to 125 as
Frittenden’s juniors bowled tidily without reward. Andrew Burns ended the threatening stand by
dismissing their leading scorer, Isaac returned for a second victim, and Chamil finished off the tail
with a spell of 4 for 10. Craig had another good day behind the stumps with two stumpings and a
catch, and Nic held two catches. Border were all out for 166, to leave Frittenden victors by 17 runs.
26th July v Rolvenden (home)
We invited Rolvenden to bat. Charles made scoring difficult at one end, while Nic got rewards at
the other, removing both openers. One was the first of three catching victims for Richard Hunter,
the other clean bowled. Isaac despatched the veteran Rolvenden legend, Kevin Stickels, Wayne
benefited from a stumping by Stu Briley (who also took two catches), and Craig, liberated from his
glove duties was able to enjoy a short bowling spell of 2-7. Chamil again did most of the bowling
damage with 3-11, and the Rolvenden innings was ended on 89 all out by that rarest of events – a
Finn McGinley wicket, clean bowled. Rolvenden have been known in recent years as a good
bowling unit, but on this occasion they had no answer to the batting of Craig and Chamil. Craig
made 34 not out, and then blocked an entire over to enable Chamil to finish with another half
century, 53 not out, and hit the winning runs. Frittenden won by 10 wickets.
2nd August v Telston & Mereworth (away)
Frittenden won the toss and elected to field. Two early wickets for Wayne had the home team in
trouble at 3-2, and he and Isaac strangled the run rate for the first 10 overs. Andrew Burns halted a
partial recovery, thanks to a great catch from Finn, then T&M put on a 50 run stand, broken by
Craig taking a catch from Aiden McGinley’s bowling. Don Smith chipped in with a wicket, before
another home team recovery took them to a respectable 172-7, Nic taking 2 late wickets. Chamil
and Craig opened as usual, Chamil getting to 36 before holing out, and two ducks followed before
Nic came to the crease. Craig was caught after making 54, but Nic took Frittenden to victory with
82 not out, as we won by a comfortable 6 wickets in just 17 overs.

3rd August v Selsdon (home)
Frittenden invited the Seldon touring team to bat first and they reached 198-7, mainly due to the 103
runs of Roshan Malhotra. Frittenden did well in the first 10 overs to restrict them to 19-1. Selsdon
fought back after that, despite the heroics of Nic who took 2-11 off 8 overs, completed a run out,
and held 2 catches. Aiden collected 2 wickets but took some tap as the tourists closed on 198 for 7.
In Chamil’s absence, Richard Hunter opened with Craig. Both got into double figures but were
unable to push on. Finn made his second duck in two days, Don scored 22, guest player Henry
joined him in a stand of 66, going on to make 54, and Nic contributed 31. The tail, however, was
unable to wag sufficiently vigorously on this occasion, and Frittenden subsided to 149 all out in 32
overs, to lose by 49 runs
9th August v Bodiam (home)
Bodiam won the toss, batted and after losing their opener to Wayne early on, made good progress
with most of their top order making decent scores. Frittenden, led by Finn McGinlay, fielded
several younger players, who worked hard with the ball and in the field. Brother Aiden starred with
two wickets and a run out, youngster Tom took a wicket and a catch (held by his Dad) and Bodiam
set a challenging 219-6 off their 35 over innings. When Frittenden went into bat Chamil failed with
the bat for the first time, caught for 0. Our next three batters made 11 between them, captain Finn
got to 10, and youngster William Totterdell made a good 13. Greg Casswell joined Don in the final
partnership, the senior player carrying his bat with 40 not out and the younger making a
bludgeoning 27 not out. Frittenden made 124 for 6, to lose by 95 runs.
16th August v Egerton (home)
This was the annual Ian Wicks Memorial Match. Frittenden won the toss, and inserted Egerton for
whom Finn opened, having crossed the divide to bat for his Saturday team. He was soon bowled for
9 by guest Tom Martin while Nic, took 1-14. Frittenden gave almost everyone a go with the ball,
using 11 bowlers (we had 13 players with roll-on, roll-off substitutions taking place!). There were
two wickets for Wayne, 1 for Tom Young, 2 for Richard, 1 for TC McClintock and 1 for Charles.
Egerton 161 for 9 from 35 overs. Craig sent in the youngsters to open the batting. Tom made 18,
William 2, Isaac 3. They were followed by the oldsters – Wayne, Don and Tim – who made 1 run
between them, the destroyer in chief being Paul Hope with 5-11 off 6 overs. Fortunately for
Frittenden, Charles was not to be moved. He was sending the ball to all corners of the field and out
of it, scoring 88 not out. With 15 from Craig and 25 not out from Nic, Frittenden reached 163-7 in
just 24 overs to win by three wickets.
23rd August v Groombridge (away)
Our hosts won the toss and decided to bat first, and Frittenden again utilised a full array of bowlers.
Our three juniors all bowled well, with William Totterdell taking a wicket clean bowled. Nic,
Simon Casswell and Wayne got one wicket each and Greg Casswell completed a run out and held a
catch, to put Frittenden in a strong position. A promising partnership then developed between
Groombridge’s Secker and Dale, until the former sportingly retired on 65 to let others have a go.
Chamil then came on to bowl, removed Dale for 33 and finished off the tail to post 3 – 8 off 4
overs. Groombridge closed on 169-8, benefiting from 36 extras! Frittenden’s innings was opened by
Craig and Chamil, the latter caught for 9. Greg scored 7, Dan Monahan 6, but the mainstay of the
innings was Craig, scoring 74, partnered by Nic (37). Both batters favoured the long handled
approach, hitting boundaries to all corners, and both innings ended in stumpings. It was left to our
juniors to close out the match: William with 7, Tom made 13 not out, and Louis hit 8 not out
including the winning boundary. Frittenden reached 172-6 in 30 overs to win by 4 wickets.
31st August v Staplehurst (away) The Waghorn Memorial Trophy
Frittenden came to this match with a number of youngsters in the XI and decided to field first.
Wayne took a wicket in his first over, but then several dropped catches let Staplehurst get away.
Wayne’s son William removed their number 3 caught on the boundary by Mark Handley. Young
Tom also got a wicket, as did Paul Hope and then Isaac, coming back into the attack. Staplehurst’s
major contributor to that point was Mark Savage, who retired on 102 after enjoying a plethora of
dropped chances. Aiden McGinley’s leggies took some tap in the closing stages, but he got two

wickets and held two catches. Isaac finished with 2- 42, Mark held two catches, and Greg, Louis
and Finn all held chances in the field. However, the ones that got away were significant, Staplehurst
posted 243-8 off 40 overs. Don Smith and Mark opened the batting for us, and Don was soon on his
way back, run out. Mark manage to stick around scoring 24, but with everyone else out for 9 or less,
only Paul with 27 not out was able to uphold some Frittenden honour, in a losing total of 86 all out.
Frittenden lost by 157 runs.
6th September v Leigh (away)
A visit to Leigh’s lovely village centre ground was a pleasant antidote to the previous week’s
thrashing. Leigh won the toss, put Frittenden in, and the regular Craig and Chamil opening
partnership was soon rolling merrily along at 6 or 7 an over. Chamil took full advantage of the short
side boundary, while Craig somehow got to 30, despite hardly middling a ball. When Craig was out,
Chamil was already past 50, and was joined by Don who immediately found his touch. Their
partnership set up a great platform, Don retiring on 52. Chamil reached his century, scoring 2 sixes
and 18 fours in 112, but was caught on the boundary pushing for extra runs at the death. There was
a flurry of wickets as new batters perished trying to push the score towards 250, and we had to settle
for 230-7 from 36 overs. Leigh’s innings was truly a one-man show. Opener Sam Stolton scored
148, while only one of his batting partners reached double figures. Frittenden took wickets
regularly: Simon took two, Chamil held a smart caught and bowled and two other catches, Craig got
a wicket and a catch, while Aiden spun his web, taking two wickets and a catch. Unlike the
previous match, catches were being held everywhere, even one by your correspondent! With
Stolton at the other end, and that vulnerable short boundary, the result remained in the balance, even
with 34 needed off the last two overs. Nic returned to the attack, saw Stolton dropped at deep
square, then returned to his mark and got through the big man’s defences with a quick ball that sent
stumps flying. Bereft of their champion, Leigh had to settle for 210 – 7 from their 36 overs,
Frittenden won by 20 runs.
13th September v Bell & Jorrocks (home)
A long awaited friendly against TC’s pub side saw the Club bat first. The Casswell brothers opened
for us. Greg fell early, caught Roger Burgess, bowled Harry Robinson, but Simon unleashed a
series of straight drives to get to 25, the compulsory retirement score in this match. Louis (caught
by TC) and Tim Bull (run out by his batting partner) came and went, while Aiden scored 21,
bowled by Richard Hunter. Don came in but had to retire hurt, while Mark quickly reached his 25,
his score matched by Nic, Chamil and Charles. Skipper Craig was out in bizarre circumstances:
Charles sent the ball rocketing back to bowler Stuart Briley, who failed to hold the catch but saw
the ball bounce off his stomach onto the stumps, running out Craig at the non-striker’s end! Not out
batters were allowed to come back in again, Simon finishing on 27, Nic 43, Mark 41 not out and
Chamil 31 not out. Frittenden CC closed on 225 – 7 off 30 overs. With Nick and Hugo Bull opening
batting for the pub it was inevitable that Tim would be called to deploy his now rarely seen (and
best forgotten) off spin. Hugo cashed in with 25 not out, his Dad made 7. Tim managed one wicket,
Chappers caught by Simon, while junior Louis had Nick B caught by Nic R. Ian Wicks (junior)
guesting for the pub was harsh on anything short, but respectful of the bowling of his young nephew
Oscar, guesting for the Club, until run out by Nic R. TC somehow made 25, while Harry and Bob
Hanley were each bowled by a Casswell brother. Richard Hunter played a fine hand to reach 25 not
out, but his partners fell in a heap to Don, back on the field and literally bowling on one leg, who
removed Roger, Stuart and Tom Martin. Hugo and TC came back out, Hugo making 40 before
being run out by Aiden. TC was bowled by Nic for 31, and Richard returned to partner Jake Martin.
The asking rate was beyond reach by the final over, and the Pub closed on 191-9, Richard 39 not
out, Jake 25 not out. The Club won by 34 runs.

Tim Bull

HARVEST HOME
Celebrating the harvest was once a pagan affair. Today’s religious celebrations only began in
earnest in the Victorian era with the Harvest festival traditionally held on the Sunday nearest to the
Harvest Moon (the full moon closest to the autumn equinox: 22 or 23 September).
In 1839, Edward Moore, son of George Moore, rector of Wrotham, and a grandson of John Moore,
Archbishop of Canterbury (1783-1805), was appointed curate to St Mary’s, Frittenden. Three years
later, he was appointed Rector, a relatively good living providing an income of £365 a year, one pound
per day. He also made a very good marriage, in the same year, to Lady Harriet Montagu Douglas
Scott, daughter of the Duke of Buccleuch and Queensbury, then, as now, the largest landowner in
Scotland and a major landowner in England.
Edward Moore was responsible for instituting a series of “Harvest Homes”, probably as a way of
curtailing the excesses of traditional celebrations. There had previously been a farmer’s meal, but in
1863 a celebration was begun which would include the labourers. Moore considered these to be so
successful that he published a small booklet [a copy can be found in the County Archives] on how to
organise such events.
We have details of the Farmer’s dinner and tea in 1863. For a charge of 2 shillings a head 17 farmers
were fed on:A ‘Round of beef’ cost £1 6s 3d
Pickles 3 shillings
9 gallons of ale at 1s 3d per gallon
Potatoes, mustard and salt
It is of note that beer was restricted to 1 quart each.
Tea tickets [for the labourers] cost 9d each, with the tea consisting of: Cake
8s 9d
1lb of tea
3s
Milk
1s
20 Quarten loaves costing
4s 7d
5lbs of butter
5s
There is a press cutting reporting the second of these Harvest Homes: “On the 27th of August [1864], the second Harvest Home was celebrated with as much success
as the first. The day was perfectly fine and bright; and great numbers attended the festival.
After Choral Service in the Church, about 114 Labourers sat down to a substantial dinner of
Roast Beef and Plum pudding; and at the close of it were briefly addressed by Mr Gathorne,
MP [of Comenden Manor and son of Lord Cranbrook] and Mr Hoare [of Staplehurst, who was
later to acquire the Frittenden landholdings of Edward Moore]. At 6 o’clock, no less than 500
Men, Women and Children were provided with a substantial Tea [the total population of
Frittenden in 1861 stood at 898], after which Athletic Sports and Dancing concluded the
Amusements.
The Church Choir having sung the National Anthem, and the Old Hundredth Psalm [All
People That on Earth Do Dwell], the Rector pronounced the Benediction, and the large
Assembly departed to their respective homes”.

The Recipe for the Plum Pudding was:
Mixed fruit (not stoned) 12oz
Flour 1lb
Sugar (very brown) 6oz
Eggs 2d
Milk ½ pint ¾d
Spice ½ teaspoon
Treacle ½ table sp
Suet 1lb
Total

3½d
1½d
2d
2¾d
1d
7½d
1s - 6¼

The pudding was boiled for 5 hours and was sufficient for at least 6 persons, costing 3d per head,
equivalent to just over 1p per head in today’s terms. To feed 114 labourers they made 20 puddings.

The Historical Society holds the accounts for the third Harvest Home, 1865, and it is of note that the
press coverage of that event is taken almost verbatim from those accounts:“The third Harvest Home was celebrated with the utmost success, and to the satisfaction of all
who took part in it, on Friday the 6th of October, after the conclusion of the finest Hop-picking
Season perhaps ever known. 130 Labourers sat down to Dinner; and no less than 688 Tea
Tickets were disposed of. It being too late in the year for out-door amusements after Tea, the
day was most pleasantly brought to a close with some excellent Glee Singing by four members
of the London Vocal Quartette Union.”

Phil Betts
Chmn. Frittenden Historical Society

MUSIC NOTES
I started last month’s notes by saying “Virus restrictions continue and consequently I find it difficult
to bring you anything new” and as I write for this month that still applies. There have been no
changes on the music front. Sutton Valence Music Society has organised its second concert to be
available on u-tube on Friday 16th October at 7.30pm. The u-tube link is
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=56kxTthfWeI and can be watched by anyone for free, though
The Society would welcome a donation of £15 if you watch the concert; that seems very fair as they
have all the costs of arranging the concert.. For payment arrangements
email
suttonvalencemusicsociety@gmail.com. If exploring the internet appeals to you, U-tube offers a
huge range of amateur and professional recordings, some of it of the highest quality.
The proms are over of course but there will be the odd TV concert in October and there will be an
interesting documentary on BBV2 TV on 26th October (time tba) about the latter years and later
concerts of the conductor Bernard Haitink. If you miss it, it will be available later on BBC iPlayer.
There will also be a new BBC4 documentary Opera Mums in which musician Bryony Kimmings
writes, casts, rehearses and performs an operetta.
On the radio BBC3 and Classic fm continue to provide a continuous programme of good music. My
recommendation for October, bearing in mind that it is still Beethoven’s anniversary year, is the
“composer of the week” slot on BBC3 19th-23rd October at 12.00noon. Pianist Angela Hewitt
discusses her experience of playing Beethoven, sharing some of her favourites.
The musician’s dictionary continues in lockdown:
Strings: A family of instruments that includes the violin, viola, cello, double-bass and yo-yo. The
strings used in producing the sound used to be made out of catgut, which may explain their earpiercing tone which continues even today with synthetic string material.

Brian Hardy

LARCHMERE
This last month at Larchmere has sped by – as always. We are still smiling and have had some fun
things going on. The staff work tirelessly to make the residents happy and I feel it has paid off.
I mentioned last month that we were having a pub day here at Larchmere. We did and it was fab!
(albeit not quite the B&J!). We have, at the moment, Frittendens’ beloved Robin staying with us
and it was his Birthday the same day! It couldn’t have been more perfect for him with beer in hand!
It was riotous, like any good pub session. We got our hands on a magnetic dart board and had
hilarious games with various residents. Anthony’s face was pure happiness when he scored plus
John Izbicki actually had the board brought nearer to him to help him, but still didn’t hit the board
as was laughing so much. James had, at least, 2 Bloody Marys (maybe more!). There were Baileys
on the rocks being ordered as well as a Whisky Mac or 2. Our lovely nurse in charge, Sue Graham,
was pouring them and due to her expert catering skills got them down to a ‘T’. I brought in pork
scratchings and had the old classics playing – ‘roll out the barrel’ etc etc. The mess at the end was
like the day after New Year’s Eve.
Another joyous event (that we are doing once a month now) is one called sing along with ‘Sharon
and the Sparklets’. This is led by Sharon, our Deputy Matron (pictured here in her Heidi style wig)
and a few of our staff who can sing a note or two (or at least try!!). This involved gathering as
many residents in the garden as wanted to do so, and pelting out the ‘old favourites’. We handed
out song sheets to all residents so they could sing along with us. The reason for Sharon’s wig was
she gave John Izbicki a solo rendition of ‘Lonely Goat Herd’ (Sound of Music), which was possibly
the most hilarious thing we have all seen and heard at Larchmere, and of course the wig suited the
song! John won this as a prize at last month’s raffle - i.e. for Sharon to sing a solo to him and she
kept to her word !!!
Earlier in the month we had our Ritz tea party afternoon! It started out as a cream tea afternoon but
soon changed when Rose had the idea of making it a ‘high tea’, i.e. cucumber sandwiches and the
lot. It was all I could do not do dress as a waiter with napkin laid over my arm and start calling all
the ladies ‘ma’am’! It was a huge success. Very happy residents. Rose delivered macaroons,
French pastries, chocolate éclairs, scones cream and jam and smoked salmon sandwiches plus
more!

Becky Bruce PS - just to mention I love my job!!

FRITTENDEN MEMORIAL HALL PRIZE DRAW
To be run in compliance with the Small Societies Lottery Registration
(Schedule 11 Parts 4 & 5) Gambling Act 2005
How to join the fun:
The draw will take place once a month – 50% of the monthly income will be given
away in prizes, the remaining income will go towards running the Frittenden
Memorial Hall. The first draw of the New Year will be in October. The greater the
number of participants – the larger the 1st 2nd & 3rd monthly prizes will be. All
participants must be over 18 years of age.
The results of the monthly draw will be published in the Parish Magazine and will
also be placed on the notice board in the Frittenden Memorial Hall.
The portion below should be posted through the letter box of the old Acorns
Village Stores which is secure, or emailed to shop@acornsstores.co.uk before
the end of September.
Please join us, as these funds are really important to help run the Frittenden Memorial Hall, which
is a vital resource to the village.

Annual Membership per person is £12.00
Cheques payable to Frittenden Memorial Hall
or by BACS:
Co-operative Bank plc
Sort Code: 08 92 99
Account No. 65577387
By post:

Send the portion below, together with £12.00 to Eileen Bridges, Acorns,
Frittenden, TN17 2DD
By hand:
please use letter box of old village shop for security
If you are using BACS don’t forget to include your name and Email the form to
shop@acornsstores.co.uk

Please return this portion:
Name (s):
__________________________________________
Address:
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
Telephone:
__________________________________________
Email:
__________________________________________
Important: This email address will only be used to send a renewal reminder and will not be shared with any other
third party

I/We understand and agree to the terms and conditions as above
Signed: _____________________________
__________________________

Date:

ANIMAL ETYMOLOGY
HIPPOPOTAMUS when you see these bulbous beasts swimming gracefully not just through the
water, but diving under the surface as well, we tend to just accept the sight. Is it perhaps because we
are so used to seeing them perform that we have become somewhat numb to these magnificent
creatures acting like synchronized swimmers?
There are many other mammals that somewhat resemble hippos like, pigs, rhinoceroses and even at
a stretch of the imagination, cows. What hippos definitely don’t look like however are horses;
horses are much slenderer with considerably longer legs. It would be ridiculous to name hippos
after horses, right? Except they did! The name hippopotamus comes to us from the ancient Greeks,
the name is from a combination of the Greek for ‘horse’ ‘hippos’ and ‘potamos’ meaning ‘river’.
So yes, to the Greeks the hippopotamus was the ‘river horse’.
GIRAFFE it looks like it could be a combination of quite a few animals, with its body resembling a
horse and perhaps the neck of a flamingo, it even looks similar to an alpaca but with the colours and
fur pattern that could have come from the scales of a reptile. However, in the 14th century when
people in England were first told of them by travellers who had seen them in their native Africa,
they were described as a combination of two very different animals. Up until the late 19 th century,
giraffes were known as ‘camelopards’ which is a portmanteau of ‘camel’ and ‘leopard’. The
travellers had described this animal to the folks back home as having the body and neck of a camel
and the spots of a leopard; this led to people imagining and drawing various kinds of beasts that
they thought a giraffe may look like, resulting in varying degrees of accuracy. Sadly, there is no
definitive, proven origin of the word ‘giraffe’. Most etymological researchers agree with the theory
that it comes from the Persian words ‘zarafa’ meaning ‘flute’ and ‘pa’ meaning ‘leg’, which of
course means the giraffe’s name could possibly mean something along the lines of ‘flute-legs’
which when you look at their lanky legs, makes a little bit of sense. While the name ‘camelopard’
may have been replaced in our modern language with giraffe, it still lives on in our night sky! There
is a constellation that was discovered in 1613 and looks somewhat like a giraffe, - its name is, guess
what, Camelopardalis!!
BOBCAT when you think about how the bobcat got its name, you can be forgiven for thinking that
it was named after someone called Bob, but that is not the case! In fact, the ‘bob’ in bobcat is more
of an adjective than a noun because the bobcat is a bobbed cat. Bobbed is a term for having
something shortened or performing a task quickly. Think about how a rubber duck bobs up and
down in the bath, or getting your hair cut into a short bob. OK, I hear you ask, so what is bobbed
about the bobcat? While the bobcat is one of the smaller of the undomesticated cats, what is
particularly short about it is its tail. Bobcats have much shorter tails than other cats and it’s from
this ‘bobbed’ tail that earned it the title of ‘bobcat’.
GORILLA is the biggest of the great apes, they also share 98% of their DNA with us humans.
Despite being gentle giants, their name has origins all the way back to the 6th century BC with the
sighting of, supposedly, a tribe of hairy warriors! This came about because Admiral Hanno of
Carthage (where modern-day Tunisia is) sailed a fleet of ships to the west coast of Africa to a point
where Sierra Leone is now. They came across a tribe of what were almost certainly gorillas, but
they thought they were big, hairy, aggressive warriors. The explorers named these creatures
‘gorillai’ which meant ‘hairy men’ in Ancient Greek. Whatever it was that Hanno really came
across we will never know, yet it was this story that inspired naturalist Thomas S. Savage in the
early 1800s to record gorilla as the first scientific name for this great ape.
GIANT PANDA this name is thought to derive from a Nepali word ‘ponya’ which refers to the ball
of the foot as pandas (both red and giant) have a modified wrist bone on the ball of their feet which
helps them with the eating of bamboo. Anyway, the red pandas were the first to be named panda,

the huge black and white bears were first seen by a Frenchman by the name of Armand David. Our
French hero was exploring the forests of China when he met a band of hunters who had killed some
of these big bears; he bought three specimens and shipped them back to Paris. The scientific
community gave them the Latin name of ‘Ailuropoda melanoleuca’ meaning ‘cat foot, black and
white’. In China, Giant Pandas are called ‘xiong mao’ meaning ‘big bear cat’. They do look like
big cat-like bears, their eyes even have vertically slit pupils just like a cat, whereas all other bears
have rounded pupils.

Colin Bullock

PROFOUND THOUGHTS
John Glenn … As I hurtled through space, one thought kept crossing my mind – every part of this
rocket was supplied by the lowest bidder.
Desmond Tutu … When the white missionaries came to Africa they had the bibles and we had the
land. They said ‘Let us pray.’ We closed our eyes. When we opened them we had the bibles and
they had the land.
David Letterman … America is the only country where a significant portion of the population
believes that professional wrestling is real but the moon landing was faked.
Howard Hughes … I’m not a paranoid, deranged millionaire. I’m a billionaire.
Old Italian proverb … after the game, the King and the pawn go into the same box.
Zsa Zsa Gabor … I’ve been married to a communist and a fascist, and neither of them would take
out the garbage.
Jeff Foxworthy … You know you’re a redneck when your home has wheels and your car doesn’t.
Prince Philip … When a man opens a car door for his wife, it’s either a new car or a new wife.
Harrison Ford … Wood burns faster when you have to cut and chop it yourself.
Spike Milligan … The best cure for seasickness, is to sit under a tree.
Robin Hall … Lawyers believe a person is innocent until proven broke.
Johnny Carson … If life were fair, Elvis would be alive today and all the impersonators would be
dead.
John Steinbeck … It’s so much darker when a light goes out than it would have been if it had never
shone.
Greek proverb … A society grows great when old men plant trees in whose shade they know they
will never sit.

WEATHER
Weather Stats for the Summer of 2020.
After an amazing Spring weatherwise, May was the sunniest month since 1929, but July 2011 was
sunnier, but in meteorology Summer runs from 1t June until 31st August. 2020 overall has been wet
with a little above average temperatures. In Cumbria, Lancaster, most of Yorkshire and
Northumberland had copious amounts of rain, but most of Wales, the South West, South East and
East Anglia have been warm, but not exceptional. That is, apart from the one day wonder on 31st
July when Heathrow reached 37.8 c/ 100 f.. This was only the third time that 100 f has been reached
or exceeded: in 2003, 2019 and now 2020. Frittenden had its hottest day of the year also that day
with 34.33 c/ 94.87 f.
June did have two very hot days, when Heathrow reached over 90 f/ 32.6 f on 24 th. On 25th, also at
Heathrow, , it was 33.4 c/ 92.12 f.
August had 6 days of sizzling weather from 7th. Frittenden was the UK’s hottest place, but it was
our second hottest day of the year at 34.59 f/ 94.62 f. BBC Weatherman Darren Betts rounded it up
to 35 c/ 95 f. Six days had temperatures exceeding 34 c/ 93.02 f. Out of the six days, Heathrow was
the hottest place 4 times, all above 35 c/ 95 f, peaking at 36.4 c/ 97.52 f. We all learnt that tropical
nights are no good for sleeping, with night minimums of 20 c/ 68 f or more in our non air
conditioned houses. There were three really unbearably hot nights in this spell. Frittenden’s hottest
night was on 7th August, with a minimum temperature of 18.99 c/ 66.20 f.
It is very unusual for all three summer months to have temperatures exceeding 32.2 c/90 f.
A new rainfall record was set for the UK. Honister Pass in Cumbria recorded 212.8mm/ 8.37 inches
of rain from 10am until 10pm in one day. That is 4 months’ worth of rain in the South East.
Frittenden’s rainfall in June was 30.2mm, July had 27.6mm and August had 37mm, totalling
94.8mm/ 3.80 inches for the three months, only 60% of the average. Overall, temperatures for the
summer months were 0.86 c/ 1.52 f above average.
September is currently having a hot spell, but 13th September 2016 was hotter, Gravesend reached
34.4 c/ 93.02 f, the highest temperatures since 1911 . This September, Frittenden got to 31 c/ 87.80 f
on 15th, setting a new record for that date.
The highest temperature in Europe this summer was 45.6 c/ 114.1 f. It was 0.5 c/ 0.9 f hotter on 1 st
August 2010, at 115 f.
October forecast.
October will start with relatively low pressure. There will be quite a breeze on hills and coasts. It
will be dry in Kent, Essex and Sussex, but all other areas will see a shower. We will all see the sun.
This spell of weather will take us up to 4th. There will be mild nights with temperatures up to 12 c/
54 f, and day temperatures could get up to 21 c/ 70 f. Low pressure will form to the north of
Scotland. Winds will be westerly or north westerly at times, and there will be short spells of rain.
The weather will be overcast for most of the time, but all counties that border the North Sea will
see some sun. From Folkestone to Lyme Regis, Dorset, in sheltered spots will get good spells of
sunshine, but no heatwave with temperatures of 15 – 18 c/ 59 – 64 f. On clear nights, temperatures
could drop to 3 – 5 c/ 37 – 41 f. This spell will take us to around 15th October. You may be tempted
to put the central heating on from mid October. A very deep area of low pressure from an exhurricane, the remnants of a tropical storm. There will be high winds with 60 – 80mph gusts which
could uproot some trees and damage some buildings. On the plus side, it will be nothing like the
great storm of the same date in 1987. Dorset and Gloucestershire could see 3 inches/ 75mm of rain,
even more over higher ground. Those areas could also get some flooding as they have had a wet
summer. Most other places that I forecast for will get 25 – 50mm/ 1 – 2 inches of rain. Even these
places could get some local flooding. Only Lincolnshire will get less than 25mm/ 1 inch. This will
be followed by gusty winds and squally showers. On the plus side, it will be warm for the time of
year, locally at 20 c/ 68 f. The nights will also be very mild with temperatures of 10 – 12 c/ 50 – 54
f. High pressure will build from 18th over low countries like Germany. Low pressure will also
affect the South West and the west of the country. These areas will continue to see spells of rain.

Winds will turn to the north or east. Sadly we will not be getting the clear blue skies that we saw in
April and May. It will be overcast and drizzly at times, and it will feel rather chilly at 11 -1 3 c/ 52 –
55 f, a little milder in the wetter west. Central parts of the UK, Oxfordshire and Warwickshire could
see frost overnight, as low as -1 c/ 30 f. Low pressure will return to all areas from 24th/25th, as the
clocks go back to British Mean Time (which I hate). It will not rain all of the time, there will be
some brightness at times. On the plus side, temperatures should be around 14 – 15 c/ 58 – 59 f.
Temperatures of 16 – 17 c/ 61 – 63 is possible. Back to average temperatures at the end of the
month.
October’s Highest Day Temperature will be: 21 c/ 70 f, in Thanet, Writtle in Essex and parts of
East Anglia, Lowest Day Temperature will be: 9 c/ 48 f, in Skegness, Lincolnshire and Cromer,
Norfolk and Lowest Night Temperature will be: -1 to -2 c/ 30 – 28 f. I think that Kent, Sussex,
Surrey, London and Essex will escape an air frost. The average rainfall for October is 91.7mm/ 3.67
inches. The average rainfall for Kent in October is 86.1mm/ 3.41 inches, Dorset gets 113mm/ 4.50
inches. Lincolnshire has a much drier month at 59.4mm/ 2.38 inches. Frittenden had almost 4
inches of rain in October 2019. I think that we will get similar this October, and western areas that I
forecast for could get 150mm/ 6 inches or more. England’s average SUNSHINE total for October is
103.1 hours. In Dorset and Lincolnshire, the average is 109.6 hours. Kent’s sunshine average for
October is 119.8 hours. This year most places will get 10% above average, especially on the South
Coast. The Central England Temperature average for October is 10.38 c/ 50.70 f. In 2019, the CET
was 10.3 c/ 50.54 f. In 2001, we had the warmest October on record with a CET of 13.3 c/ 55.94 f.
This October the CET will be 12.8 c/ 55.04 f, 2.42 c/ 4.32 f above the long term average.

Lester J Gosbee

ETYMOLOGY CORNER - JACKBOOT MY MACHINE
New things need new words, but they usually end up with old ones. Computers have been around
since at least 1613, when being a computer was a skilled profession practiced by mathematicians
adding up numbers.
When Charles Babbage invented the precursor of the modern computer he called it an ‘Analytical
Engine’, and when his son improved the design, he called it a ‘Mill’, on the basis that mills were
complicated technical things and that, like his new machine they took raw stuff in at one end and
spat different stuff out of the other end.
Then, in 1869, machines that could ‘compute’ the sum of two numbers began to be called
‘computers’, and slowly, as those machines started to do more and more things, the word spread
and stuck. In 1946 when the first modern computer was officially christened ENIAC (Electronic
Numeral Integrator And Computer), but it was already too late; ENIAC would never be the in
moniker.
Now say a big Hello to a German Nobleman by the name of Baron von Munchausen (1720 – 97) he
was a real person who had fought as a soldier in the Russian Wars. On his return home, he told
stories of his exploits which no one believed. These included riding on a cannonball, taking a trip to
the moon, and escaping from quicksand by pulling himself out by his own hair!! It’s a great idea,
though, and our heroic Barons’ preposterous exploit with the quicksand was taken up by the
Americans late in the 19th century when they started to talk about pulling the nation and themselves
up ‘by the bootstraps’.
What is impossible in physics is possible in computing, and a computer that’s able to load its own
programs is, metaphorically, pulling itself up by its own bootstraps. In 1953 the process was called
‘a bootstrap up’. By 1975 people had got bored with the ‘strap’ and from then on computers were
simply ‘booted up’, or ‘re-booted’.

Colin Bullock

THE BACK PAGE
REFUSE TRUCK SCHEDULE
Due to the Corona virus outbreak, this service has been suspended until further notice.

LOCAL COUNCIL CONTACTS
FRITTENDEN PARISH COUNCIL
Tony Staples (Chairman)
01580 852226
James Tuke (Vice Chairman)
01580 852372
Heather Cullingworth
01580 852340
Lester Gosbee
01580 852288
Rosalind Riley
01580 852317
Richard Vernon
01580 852537
Parish Clerk Emma Nightingale
01580 292576
Website
www.frittenden.org.uk.
This month’s Parish Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday 20th October. The next Parish
Council Meeting will be on Tuesday 17th November.
TUNBRIDGE WELLS BOROUGH COUNCIL
Town Hall 01892 526121
Cranbrook – Weald Information Centre 01580 715686
Member for Frittenden & Sissinghurst – Andy Fairweather 07976 290185
Andrew.Fairweather@TunbridgeWells.gov.uk
KENT COUNTY COUNCIL
County Hall 01622 671411
Member for Cranbrook - Sean Holden - sean.holden@kent.gov.uk or 01580 714880
POLICING
Non-urgent crime reports 101
Neighbourhood Watch Liaison 01580 852415 (Sean Croucher)
Community Warden Adam Osborn 07813 695741

NEXT EDITION, SMALL PRINT, ETC.
Closing date for material for the November edition is Thursday 15th October. My e-mail
address is editor.fritmag@hotmail.co.uk which is the best way to receive (MS Word) copy, either as
an attachment or in the body of the email. Text is OK, of course, but you then risk my typos!
Finally, the Editor wishes it to be known that any opinions expressed in any edition of this
magazine are those of the individual contributor and in no way infer any form of agreement, either
by the Editor or by St. Mary’s Church, of the details given or sentiments implied.

E FOR EDITORIAL
No room this month – unless I wrote 4 pages, which I suspect no-one would appreciate! Mike.

THIS AND THE SPACE
TO THE RIGHT
AVAILABLE FOR RENT

OR THE TWO
COMBINED
AVAILABLE TO RENT

CALOR GAS APPLIANCES
S.M. OFFEN
THIS SPACE
AVAILABLE FOR RENT

Lake Farm, Sutton Valence
Telephone 01622 842104
Full Range of Propane, Butane,
Piping, Fittings, Gaz, Heater Sales
and Service.

Weekly deliveries
Open daily 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. inc. Sundays

CURTAINS, CUSHIONS
& BLINDS
Beautifully hand-crafted,
made-to-measure
soft furnishings.
Free quotations and advice.
Gaby Clarke
01580 852698
gaby_clarke@icloud.com

FROM THE KITCHEN
OF THE OLD DRAGON
ghghghghghghghghghghghghg
WE CAN OFFER YOU
hghghghghghghghgh

A LARGE RANGE
OF HOMEMADE PRESERVES
JAMS, MARMALADES, CHUTNEYS,
SAUCES AND CURDS
FREE FROM PRESERVATIVES
WE USE LOCALLY SOURCED
FRUIT AND VEGETABLES
WHENEVER POSSIBLE
CALL ANYTIME ON 01580 852468
JENNY & TIM






24 HOUR NURSING CARE
ENSUITE FACILITIES
WARM FAMILY ATMOSPHERE
HOME COOKED MEALS

Please contact 01580 852335
info@larchmere.co.uk

www.larchmere.co.uk

Biddenden Road, Frittenden, Kent, TN17 2EN
FOUR JAYS GROUP
Marquees, Furniture, Heaters, Chillers & Generators
Luxury Prestige Trailer & Single Event Toilets
Toilets & Showers - For Short or Long Term Hire
Effluent Tank Emptying e.g. Cess Pits & Septic Tanks
Welfare Units, Temporary Storage Containers, Offices & Canteens all available to hire
JANET'S CHINA HIRE Tel: 01622 844646
China, Cutlery, Glassware, Linen, Ovens & much more

THIS SPACE
AVAILABLE FOR RENT

