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About this Service 
 
Welcome to this Service of Licensing and Installation. Today we mark 

a special moment in the life of this benefice and a new stage on our 
journey of discipleship, which brings a new priest to work alongside 

the many people who are already called to serve in the mission and 
ministry of the church in this place. 

 
About this Benefice 
Sissinghurst and Frittenden are small but vibrant villages in the Weald. 
Each church has a distinct identity but they complement each other. 

Our churches, based in the centre of each village, are very much at 
the heart of their communities.  

 
Trinity Church was founded in 1838 whilst St. Mary‘s was founded in 

the 13th century and largely rebuilt in 1848. Both are Listed Buildings 
and have benefitted from significant development in recent years.  

 
The two parishes came together as a Benefice in 1973 and have 

always enjoyed a harmonious relationship. We are now looking for 
more ways to work more closely together. We are part of the Weald 

Deanery in the Diocese of Canterbury. 
 

Frittenden and Sissinghurst Churches are blessed with cores of strong, 

committed and prayerful Christians. We describe ourselves as 
dedicated, friendly, caring, and enthusiastic. Although traditional and 

low church in our churchmanship, we are also evangelical in wanting 
to reach out to our communities and are open minded about how to do 

this.  
 

Our schools also have a strong Christian ethos. This has been 
strengthened in the last five years and is something that is treasured 

by both the Churches and schools. We have a combined ‗Open the 
Book‘ team that visits both schools once a week during term time. A 

combined team also runs Messy Church which alternates monthly 
between the two churches and is reaching new families.  

 
We have been aware since January 2019 that from October there 

would be a vacancy in the Benefice. During this time much prayer was 

offered for the right person to be chosen to fill the position of Rector of 
our two churches and it is with much pleasure and thankfulness that 

we welcome Pete and Claire Deaves and their family to our two 
villages.  
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About our new Rector Revd Pete Deaves 
 
Growing up, Pete enjoyed the children and youth groups in church, but 

for him, personal faith came alive while studying at Sheffield 
University. God reached into Pete‘s life through other students in the 

Christian Student group and in the Anglican church he attended. After 
graduation he spent 3 years in Belarus and then Kazakhstan teaching 

English in universities, supporting Christian students, and picking up 
some Russian and an appreciation for different cultures along the way.  

On returning home, Pete‘s love of teaching and developing others 
propelled him into many fulfilling years working in Education. A 

personal crisis out of which Pete cried out to God was an opening to a 
far greater depth of relationship with Christ. With renewed trust, Pete 

started exploring God‘s calling to ordained ministry, grateful for the 

Holy Spirit‘s leading, and his wonderful wife, Claire, to serve alongside.  
 

 
Before the Service begins 
 
The Area Dean will give out any notices, including the invitation to the 

reception, and announce the Processional Hymn. 
 

 

 
 

The Procession 
 

Choir 
Readers 

Visiting Clergy 
Reader of the Benefice 

The Area Dean and Lay Chair of Deanery Synod 
The Churchwardens 

The Archdeacon 

The Bishop 
The Bishop's Chaplain 
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All stand to sing 
 

 

The Processional Hymn 
 

1. Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
to his feet your tribute bring. 
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 

who like me his praise should sing? 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise the everlasting King! 
 

2. Praise him for his grace and favour 
to our fathers in distress. 
Praise him, still the same for ever, 

slow to chide, and swift to bless. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Glorious in his faithfulness! 
 

3. Father-like he tends and spares us; 

well our feeble frame he knows. 
In his hand he gently bears us, 

rescues us from all our foes. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Widely yet his mercy flows! 

 
4. Angels, help us to adore him; 

ye behold him face to face. 
Sun and moon, bow down before him, 
dwellers all in time and space. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise with us the God of grace!  

 

Welcome and Introduction 
 
The Bishop greets the congregation 

 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

and also with you. 
 

The Bishop welcomes the people and introduces the service. 
 
Brothers and sisters, we have come together to worship Almighty God, who 

has called us into the fellowship of his universal Church through baptism. 
God has given us the gifts of word and sacrament and entrusted us with the 

work of mission and service in the communities where we live and work. 
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Over the years God has been working among his people here and has now 

brought us to this important moment in our life together. He has also been 
walking with Pete in his life and ministry bringing him to this new point along 

the way. As these two journeys now converge, it is good that those who have 
worshipped and witnessed with Pete have come to commend him to us.  
 

So we welcome Pete, who has been chosen as the new priest of this 
benefice, and we celebrate all that his coming among us will mean. 

 
 

Presentation and Commendation 
 

The representative of the patron CPAS (Revd John Coyne), the new Parish 
Priest and representatives of his previous sphere of ministry and the 
churchwardens  stand before the Bishop. 

 
Patron   

  Right Reverend Mother in God,  
  I present to you Pete Deaves 
  who after prayerful consideration and due consultation  

has been chosen to serve as Priest   
  in these parishes,  

  and I ask you to admit him to this cure of souls. 
 

Representatives of Holy Trinity Church, Rudgwick (the previous parish) 
Right Reverend Mother in God, I, Martin King, Vicar of Holy 
Trinity Church, Rudgwick and Maeve Filby, Churchwarden who 

have shared Pete‘s ministry in Rudgwick, warmly commend him 

to you and to the people of this benefice. 

 
Bishop  

I thank you for your presentation and commendation.  

Pete, I greet you and your family in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and welcome you to this Diocese.  As we together 

dedicate ourselves afresh  
  to God‘s ministry and mission, I ask you,  

  in the presence of this congregation:  
  are you willing to receive this cure? 
 

Priest     I am, the Lord being my helper. 
 

The Bishop addresses the people of Sissinghurst and Frittenden 
 
Bishop  People of God, is it your will that Pete should serve with you in 

in this benefice? 
All   It is. 
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Bishop   Will you support and uphold him in this ministry? 
All   With the help of God, we will. 

 
Bishop   Brothers and sisters in Christ,  

 because Pete cannot fulfil this ministry  
 without the help of God,  
 let us pray that he may be a faithful pastor  

 and a true shepherd of God‘s people. 
 

  God our Father, Lord of all the world, 
 we thank you that through your Son 
 you have called us into the fellowship of your universal church. 

 Hear our prayer for your faithful people 
 that each in their vocation and ministry 

 may be an instrument of your love; 
 and give to your servant Pete, 
 now to be licensed as the parish priest 

 the needful gifts of grace 
 through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
 All sit. 
  

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 
The Reading: 2 Corinthians 5 v11 – 6 v2  

read by John Stansfeld, Churchwarden  (St Mary‘s Frittenden) 
 

 

The Sermon:   Bishop Rose  

 

 
Hymn 
 

1. My hope is built on nothing less 

than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 

but wholly trust in Jesus' name. 
 

Refrain: 

Christ alone, Cornerstone. 
Weak made strong in the Saviour‘s love  

Through the storm, He is Lord, Lord of all. 
 

2. When darkness seems to hide his face, 

I rest on his unchanging grace; 
in every high and stormy gale, 

my anchor holds within the veil. [Refrain] 
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3. When he shall come with trumpet sound, 

O may I then in him be found, 
dressed in his righteousness alone, 

faultless I stand before the throne. [Refrain] 

 
The Licensing 
 
The new Parish Priest stands before the Bishop and is joined by the 
Churchwardens. 

 
The Bishop or Archdeacon may introduce The Licensing and say: 

 
The Church of England is part of the One, Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church 
worshipping the one true God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It professes the 

faith uniquely revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in the Catholic 
Creeds, which faith the Church is called upon to proclaim afresh in each   

generation. Led by the Holy Spirit, it has borne witness to Christian truth in 
its historic formularies, the Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion, the Book of 
Common Prayer, and the Ordering of Bishops, Priests and Deacons. In the 

Declaration you are about to make, will you affirm your loyalty to this 
inheritance of faith as your inspiration and guidance under God, in bringing 

the grace and truth of Christ to this generation and making Him known to 
those in your care? 
  

The Priest affirms and takes the oaths, saying 
 

I, Pete Deaves, do so affirm, and accordingly declare my belief in the faith 
which is revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in the Catholic Creeds 
and to which the historic formularies of the Church of England bear witness; 

and in public prayer and administration of the Sacraments, I will use only the 
Forms of Service which are authorised or allowed by Canon. 

 
Taking a New Testament, he turns to the people and says 
 

I, Pete Deaves, swear that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, her heirs and successors, according to 

law: so help me God. 
 
Continuing to hold the New Testament, he turns to the bishop and says 

 
I, Pete Deaves, do swear by Almighty God that I will pay true and canonical 

obedience to the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury and his successors in all 
things lawful and honest: so help me God 
 

The Priest signs the Declarations. 
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Bishop   Christian ministry is a partnership.  

Pete, will you work with your colleagues in this Benefice and 
Deanery to build up the Body of Christ? 

 
Priest  With God‘s help, I will. 
 

Bishop Members of the PCCs and Ministry Teams will you work joyfully 
with your new colleague in a spirit of collaboration and 

dedication? 
 
Team  With the help of God, we will. 

 
Bishop We now ask God‘s blessing  

  upon Pete‘s ministry among you. 
 
 All kneel, the Priest kneeling before the Bishop  

 
Silence is kept.  

 

Hymn 
 

1. Holy Spirit, living breath of God, 
Breathe new life into my willing soul. 

Bring the presence of the risen Lord, 
To renew my heart and make me whole. 

Cause Your Word to come alive in me; 
Give me faith for what I cannot see, 
Give me passion for Your purity; 

Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me. 
 

2. Holy Spirit, come abide within, 
May Your joy be seen in all I do. 
Love enough to cover every sin, 

In each thought and deed and attitude. 
Kindness to the greatest and the least, 

Gentleness that sows the path of peace. 
Turn my strivings into works of grace; 
Breath of God show Christ in all I do. 

 
3. Holy Spirit, from creation‘s birth, 

Giving life to all that God has made, 
Show Your power once again on earth, 
Cause Your church to hunger for your ways. 

May the fragrance of our prayers arise; 
Lead us on the road of sacrifice, That in unity the face of Christ 

May be clear for all the world to see. 
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Remain kneeling 
 

Bishop Almighty Father,  
  give your servant Pete grace 

  to fulfil his calling in this benefice. 
  Give him reverence in ministering the sacraments, 
  faithfulness in proclaiming your word, 

  diligence in pastoral care, 
  tenderness in comforting, 

  power in healing the wounds of Christ‘s people, 
  and humility and self-sacrifice in all things: 
  that, following the steps of your Son, 

  he may guide your people towards eternal joy; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
The Bishop reads the licence and then says to the new Priest 
 

Receive this Cure of Souls, which is both mine and yours;  
in the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

and he answers 
 Amen. 
 

The Bishop stands and, taking her pastoral staff, blesses the new Priest, 
saying: 

 God give you the spirit of holy discipline, of faithfulness, and of 
love for all his people; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 

with you always. 

All Amen. 

   
 
All stand 

 

The Installation 
 
Bishop Archdeacon Andrew, I ask you to install and defend Pete in his 

ministry. 
 

The Archdeacon conducts the Parish Priest to his stall and says 
 
Pete, by virtue of the authority given to me, I place you in the stall of the 

Minister of this parish. The Lord guard and guide you in his service; and may 
God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, defend you on every 

side, and guide you in the ways of truth and peace.  Amen. 
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The new Parish Priest then stands with the Bishop, facing the congregation. 
 

Bishop People of this benefice, I present to you your new parish priest, 
and invite you to greet him and his family in the name of Christ. I 

commend them to your love and prayers. 
All We welcome you! May the Lord bless you 
 and make you a blessing among us. 

 
 

The Area Dean welcomes the new parish priest and his wife Claire and 
introduces others who offer a brief word of welcome. At the end of the 
welcomes, the Priest may respond. 

(Andy Fairweather - Local Councillor) 
(Sarah Allchorne – The Milk House Pub, Sissinghurst) 

(Rosie Croucher– Bell and Jorrocks Pub, Frittenden) 

 
The Celebration of Shared Ministry 
 
Bringing Christ to the community 
 
As this hymn is sung the new Parish Priest, escorted by the Archdeacon and 

four Churchwardens, goes to the font. The Bishop and her Chaplain go to 
chairs in the sanctuary. The various other participants move to the places 
where they are needed. 

 

Hymn 
 

1. Love divine, all loves excelling, 

Joy of heaven to earth come down: 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
all thy faithful mercies crown: 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation, 
enter every trembling heart. 

 

Remain standing 
 

The Priest says 
 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, as fellow servants we share in the task of 

proclaiming the Gospel, celebrating the Sacraments, making new Christians, 
building each other up in the life of faith, and caring for all - especially those 

in need. Let us commit ourselves afresh to the ministry to which God calls 
us. 
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Peter Jeffrey, of Churches Together, says:   
 

Jesus said: ―Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 

obey everything that I have commanded you.‖   
Matthew 28.19-20 

 

At this point the Priest will toll a bell to herald the start of a new partnership 
between priest and people of God looking together to draw the wider 

community into the fellowship of the church.  
 
A large jug of water is presented by Mr Frederick Higgs who says 

 
We are called to witness to Christ and welcome all who walk with us in the 

fellowship of faith, to nurture and encourage them as children of the same 
heavenly Father, that together we may serve God and grow into the stature 
of his Son, Jesus Christ.  

 
The Priest pours the water into the font, and says 

   
 Lord, pour your love into our hearts 

All and help us share this love with others. 
 
The Priest may sprinkle water over the congregation as a reminder of their 

baptism and commitment to live as disciples of Jesus 
 

2. Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit 
into every troubled breast; 
let us all in thee inherit, 

let us find the promised rest: 
take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its Beginning, 
set our hearts at liberty. 

 
Bringing hope to the world 
 

The procession moves down the aisle to the Lectern 
 
Mrs Cathy Penfold, Headteacher of Sissinghurst Primary School: 

The prophet Isaiah wrote: ―The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news 

to the oppressed, to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the 

Lord‘s favour.‖  Isaiah 61. 1-2a 
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An open Bible is presented by Tony Staples, Reader, who says: 
   

We are called to let the word of God dwell in us richly, that we may be 
transformed by the renewing of our minds and discern the will of God, and to 

proclaim the message of the Gospel, in season and out of season, by what 
we say and the way we live. 
 

 
The Priest places the Bible on the Lectern, and says  

 
Blessed Lord,  
who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning:  

help us so to hear them, to read, mark,  
learn and inwardly digest them that,  

through patience, and the comfort of your holy word,  
we may embrace and for ever hold fast the hope of everlasting life,  
which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ,  

who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever.  
All    Amen. 

 
The procession moves to the Chancel Step.  
 

The Area Dean says 
 

Hear what is written in the Gospel of St Mark: "Jesus went about among the 
villages teaching. He called the twelve and began to send them out two by 
two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. So they went out and 

proclaimed that all should repent. They cast out many demons, and anointed 
with oil many who were sick and cured them."   

Mark 6. 6-7, 12-13 

 
A vessel of olive oil is presented by Charlotte Highwood, who says 

 
We are called to turn away from sin and to be faithful to Christ, that in our 

words and in our lives we may proclaim the good news of forgiveness and 
healing. 
  

Priest Lord, dwell among us, renew our life, 
All and by your Spirit bring us into wholeness and peace. 

 
 
 

 

The procession moves towards the Sanctuary and the Priest places the oil 

on the Holy Table 
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3. Come, Almighty to deliver, 
let us all thy grace receive; 

suddenly return, and never, 
never more thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray and praise thee without ceasing, 

glory in thy perfect love. 
 

Being faithful to God 
 

At the Holy Table, the Archdeacon says 
    
Hear the words of St Paul: ―The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a 

sharing in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a sharing in 
the body of Christ?‖ 

  
Bread and wine are presented by Canon John Mulrenan 
a parishioner, who says 

   
Jesus is known among us in the breaking of bread. He accepts the offering of 

our lives, gives us freely of himself, and makes us one in him. 

 
The Priest lays the Bread and Wine on the Holy Table, and says 

   
 As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

All we proclaim the death of the Lord until he comes. 
 

May we who share Christ‘s body live his risen life;  

All we who drink his cup bring life to others. 
 

All kneel.   
 

The Priest kneels at the altar rail with the Churchwardens and his new 
ministerial colleagues.  
    

Priest Eternal God, 
All the light of the minds that know you,  

the Life of the souls that love you,  
and the strength of the hearts that serve you:  
Help us, so to know you that we may truly love you,  

and so to love you that we may fully serve you,  
whom to serve is perfect freedom,  

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Taking her pastoral staff, the Bishop says 
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 Almighty God, who has given you the will to undertake this 

ministry, give you also grace and strength to perform it; in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All Amen. 
 

4. Finish, then, thy new creation; 

pure and spotless let us be: 
let us see thy great salvation 

perfectly restored in thee; 
changed from glory into glory, 
'til in heaven we take our place, 

'til we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 
 
 

The Prayers 
 
The new Priest leads the prayers, concluding with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:  
 

All         Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Lead us not into temptation 
 but deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
 now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

 
As this hymn is sung a collection is taken for the Diocesan Ministry Training 

Fund which supports those training for ordination. Please give generously. 
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Hymn 
 

1. O church, arise and put your armour on; 
Hear the call of Christ our captain; 

For now the weak can say that they are strong 
In the strength that God has given. 

With shield of faith and belt of truth 
We'll stand against the devil's lies; 
An army bold whose battle cry is "Love!" 

Reaching out to those in darkness. 
 

2. Our call to war, to love the captive soul, 
But to rage against the captor; 
And with the sword that makes the wounded whole 

We will fight with faith and valor. 
When faced with trials on every side, 

We know the outcome is secure, 
And Christ will have the prize for which He died— 
An inheritance of nations. 

 
3. Come, see the cross where love and mercy meet, 

As the Son of God is stricken; 
Then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet, 
For the Conqueror has risen! 

And as the stone is rolled away, 
And Christ emerges from the grave, 

This victory march continues till the day 
Every eye and heart shall see Him. 

 
Conclusion and Blessing 
 

 

Bishop May the boldness of the Spirit transform you, 
  may the gentleness of the Spirit lead you,   

  may the gifts of the Spirit equip you 
to serve and worship God;  

  and the blessing of God almighty,  

  the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
  be among you and remain with you always.   

All  Amen. 
 
Priest  Go in peace and joy as the servants of the Lord 

  In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 

The Bishop and the new Parish Priest process out together. Applause may be 
appropriate. Please proceed to the Parish Room and the John Martin Room 
for refreshments. Refreshments may be taken into the Church as well. 
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Notices 
A loop system operates in the church. 
 

Toilet facilities are available in both the Parish Room and the John 
Martin Room. 

 
Next Sunday’s Services – 1st March 

 

At Trinity Church Sissinghurst 
 

11.00 a.m.Morning Worship and Service of Welcome   
Revd Pete Deaves preaching. 

 
At St. Mary’s Frittenden 

 
9.30 am  – Holy Communion (BCP) with Sunday Club for children 

Revd Pete Deaves - Celebrant and Preacher 
 

 
Full up-to-date details of our regular and special services can be found 

on our websites: 
 

For Frittenden: 

 
https://frittendenchurch.org.uk 

 
For Sissinghurst: 

 
https://sissinghurstchurch.org.uk 

 
And finally … 

 
The success of this service has involved the efforts of a large number 

of people from our two parishes as well as support from the Diocese.  
There is not the space to list everyone by name but to each of you 

who has put time and talents into organising tonight‘s service and 
providing refreshments we say a heartfelt 

Thank you. 

John Stansfeld, Joanna Beech, Penny Durie and Tim Heath 

Churchwardens 

 
Hymns used by permission under CCL Licence No. 807075 
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